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NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE

PART A: CRIMINAL LAW
(SAMPLE QUESTIONS)

Time Allowed: 2.00 Hours

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES
1. This examination paper contains THREE (3) questions and comprises FOUR
(4) printed pages, inclusive of this cover page.
2. Answer ANY TWO (2) questions only.
3. Each question counts for 50 marks, making a total of 100 marks for this
examination paper.
4. Record your student matriculation number and the number of the questions
attempted on the cover of your answer book.
5. This is AN OPEN BOOK examination.
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QUESTION ONE
Answer BOTH Sections 1 and 2.
Section 1
Mary has suffered enough violence at the hands of Arun, her husband of
ten years. She plans to kill him by rendering him unconscious with a drug,
placing him on the driver's seat of his car and then pushing it over the edge
of a high cliff to make it look like a road accident. Mary feeds Arun a
dinner laced with a strong sedative and he is rendered unconscious soon
afterwards.
Mary carries out the next stage of her plan. Just before pushing the car with
Arun in it over the cliff, she hears a human voice coming from below the
cliff. In a state of panic, she pushes the car over the edge. The car lands on
and kills Chan, a rock climber who had just descended to the bottom of the
cliff. Arun also dies in the crash.
Mary says that at the time of the alleged offence, she knew that what she
did to Arun was contrary to law but believed that society would not judge
her conduct as morally wrong because of the violence she had suffered at
Arun’s hands all those years. She tenders medical evidence showing that
she had been diagnosed as severely clinically depressed for the past year
and was using strong medication when the alleged offences occurred. Since
Arun’s death, she no longer suffered from depression.
With regard to the death of Chan, Mary says that she had realised the
possibility that someone might be present below the cliff but had not waited
to find out because of her state of panic, and also because she believed that
the presence of a person at that spot was unlikely as it was not accessible by
any road or pathway.
Discuss the criminal liability, if any, of Mary for the deaths of Arun
and Chan. (Do not discuss diminished responsibility.)
(35 marks)
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Section 2

AND

Select any ONE case from the following cases and state, providing reasons,
whether or not you think it positively advanced the law and suggest
improvements if necessary:(i)
case name
(ii)
case name
(15 marks)
QUESTION TWO
Answer BOTH Sections 1 and 2
Section 1
Over drinks at their favourite pub one evening, Tom, Dick and Harry
decide to rob a taxi-driver to pay for their planned seaside vacation. Tom
shows the others a mean looking dagger, saying, "This should scare the shit
out of anyone". Harry, the smallest and most nervous of the trio, downs a
couple of whiskies in quick succession to muster the courage he needs for
the robbery. All three then go out onto the street and flag down a taxi
driven by Sally.
After ten minutes of being driven in the taxi, Tom nicks Sally's throat with
the tip of his dagger and orders her to pull over to the roadside. Sally slows
down and makes as if she is coming to a stop but suddenly accelerates, at
the same time turning the steering wheel sharply to throw her passengers
off balance. Sally's action produces the desired effect. Unfortunately,
however, the lurching motion causes Tom to fall heavily against Sally and
the dagger he is holding plunges deeply into the side of her chest.
The taxi crashes into a ditch and comes to a standstill. Tom and Dick
manage to get themselves out of the wreckage and they pull Harry out
because of his heavily intoxicated condition. Indeed, Harry had fallen
asleep as soon as the taxi commenced its journey and was unconscious
when Tom had threatened Sally with the dagger. Tom and Dick examine
the blood-soaked Sally and, feeling no pulse, believe her to be dead. They
find a can of petrol in the boot of the taxi and use it to set the taxi on fire
with Sally's body in it. The autopsy report shows that Sally died in the fire
and not as a result of the stabbing or car crash.
Discuss the criminal liability, if any, of Tom, Dick and Harry for the
murder of Sally.
(35 marks)
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AND
Section 2
Select any ONE case from the following cases and state, providing reasons,
whether or not you think it positively advanced the law and suggest
improvements if necessary:(i)
case name
(ii)
case name
(15 marks)

QUESTION THREE
Answer either (a) or (b):
(a)

(quotation)
Discuss.
OR

(b)

(quotation)
Discuss.
(50 marks)

- End of Paper -

