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Course Description:   
International Humanitarian law (IHL), also known as the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC) is that part of 
Public International Law that establishes the principles for the conduct of hostilities during armed 
conflicts, regardless whether this occurs in a situation of warfare between states or between non-
state actors. It determines the legality of means and methods of warfare and treatment of non-
combatants such as prisoners-of-war, civilians and neutrals during armed conflicts. This course will 
examine the fundamental concepts of IHL and its development up to the present day. It seeks to 
enable a critical understanding of IHL by examining the factors that influenced its development and 
the manner it is practiced from ancient times to the present day. Considerable emphasis will be placed 
on the various instruments which establishes present day rules of IHL. These include the Hague 
Conventions of 1899 and 1907, the various Geneva Conventions, the 1972 Biological Warfare 
Convention, the 1977 Geneva Protocols and subsequent IHL instruments such as the 1993 Chemical 
Weapons Convention, the 1996 Conventional Weapons Convention; the 1997 Landmines Convention 
the 1980 Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. It will also examine the modalities for the 
enforcement of IHL such as domestic courts, international tribunals and focus particularly on the 
International Criminal Court. The course will consider the effectiveness of IHL as practised today in 
achieving its objective of a more humane conduct of warfare in the present day international political 
order.   
 
 
Modules Codes: LL4251V / LL5251V / LL6251V 
 
Contact Hours: 

3-hour seminars every Thursday, 3 – 6pm over 12 weeks from 
week commencing 9 Aug 2021 until week commencing 5 Nov 2021 
with a one week break in between.  

 
Workload 

 
Moderate.  

 
Mode of Assessment 

 
Class Participation:   25% 

 Class Presentation: 25% 
 6-hr take home examination paper: 50% 

 
  
Preclusions Nil 
 
Prerequisites  

NUS Compulsory Core Curriculum. This module complements the 
Public International Law (PIL) module and those who have not 
completed the PIL module are strongly urged to acquaint 
themselves with the fundamentals of PIL before embarking on this 
module. Additionally, students should ensure that they are well 
informed of international political developments and on past and 
present wars and armed conflicts. 

 
Course Convenor 

 
Adjunct Professor Jeffrey Chan Wah Teck, S.C. 

 

 



ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 

The course comprises twelve 3-hour interactive seminars with each seminar comprising two 
sessions. There will be a 15-minute break in between each session. The first part of the course will 
address the fundamentals of IHL and the subjects addressed by IHL. The second part of the course 
will focus on current issues of IHL arising out of today’s circumstances, the enforcement of IHL and 
the relationship between IHL and other concerns of international law such as Human Rights and 
International Environmental Law.  

Throughout the course students should actively engage in class discussions which will be facilitated 
by the course convenor. During the second half of the semester, very student will be required to 
prepare a class presentation on a topic taken to be selected from a list of topics which will be 
prescribed and lead a class discussion on that topic.  

To obtain the full benefit of this module students should regularly read or view news reports and 
commentaries on international political developments, focusing especially on wars and armed 
conflicts, whether inter-state or domestic. Students are advised to do this on a daily basis. 

A student’s class participation will constitute 20% of the grade component while the class 
presentation will constitute another 20%. The remaining 50%  grade component is derived from a 6-
hour take home written examination. 
 
To effectively participate in the discussions and obtain better understanding of the issues discussed, 
student should undertake the Required Readings for each seminar. These will be uploaded to 
LumiNUS prior to each seminar. Students are also encouraged to read the texts or portions of the 
texts recommended as General Readings which are relevant to the topics to be discussed at each of 
the seminars.  
.  
The course will aim to respond to new developments as they happen and the order of the seminars 
may vary to enable the discussion of world events that impact or are impacted by International 
Humanitarian Law as and when they occur.  
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
The course endeavours to provide students with: 
  
1. An appreciation of the relevance of International Humanitarian Law and its applicability in 
situations of armed conflict; 
2. An understanding of the principles of international humanitarian law and the issues that 
arise when international humanitarian law is applied in situations of armed conflict, including gaps in 
the applicable rules and distorted applications of the rules; 
3. The ability to view critically the legality or otherwise of actions or omissions undertaken by 
states as well as by non-state actors and individuals involved in situations of armed conflict, whether 
international or internal to a state; 
4. Sensitivity to the influence of both international and domestic politics as well as non-
governmental organisations in the development of the rules of international humanitarian law and 
the effect of such developments have on the legitimacy and acceptance of the such rules; 
5. An ability to understand, advocate for and implement the rules of international 
humanitarian law; and 
6. An understanding of the differences as well as the intersections between international 
humanitarian law and other areas of Public International Law such as International Human Rights 
Law, International Environmental Law and International Criminal Law. 
 



 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
Class Date  Seminar  

1 12 Aug 2021 Historical development of public international law; Distinction 
between Public International Law, national laws and Private 
International Law (Conflict of Laws); Subjects of Public International 
Law; Sources of law; Fundamentals of public international law, law of 
treaties; enforcement of Public International Law; role of the United 
Nations and Intergovernmental Organisations;  
 

2 19 Aug 2021 Introduction to International Humanitarian Law: sources, scope and 
development of IHL; the Red Cross and Red Crescent movement and 
its role in the development and dissemination of IHL. Formulation and 
development of major IHL instruments, e.g. the Hague Treaties, the 
four 1949 Geneva Conventions, the 1977 Additional Protocols and 
specific IHL instruments; IHL and Customary International Law. The 
Martens clause and its application. Singapore and IHL.  
 

3 26 Aug 2021 Fundamental principles of IHL: the principle of humanity, the principle 
of distinction (combatants and non-combatants), the principle of 
proportionality and the principle of military necessity; distinction 
between Geneva Law and Hague Law.  
 

4 2 Sep 2021 Means and methods of warfare; types and use of weapons; lethal and 
non-lethal weapons; new weapons, military use of drones. 
 

5 9 Sep 2021 Prohibited means of warfare: landmines, chemical and biological 
weapons; child soldiers; new technologies and warfare; the 
prohibition against perfidy. 
 

6 16  Sep 2021 Protection of non-combatants: prisoners of war, civilians; military 
occupation; civil-military administrations; Other protections, e.g. 
environment, cultural property. 
 

(break:18 Sep - 26 Sep ) 
 

7 30 Sep 2021 (Class discussion) Weapons of mass destruction; the atomic bombings 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, bombing of Hamburg and Dresden; use of 
Agent Orange. IHL in air and naval warfare.  
 

8 7 Oct 2021 (Class discussion) Application of IHL in asymmetrical warfare; 
cyberwarfare and IHL status of private security contractors in armed 
conflicts; the Montreaux Document. 
 

9 14 Oct 2021 (Class discussion) Grave breaches and other war crimes including 
genocide; defence of superior orders.  
 

  



Class Date  Seminar  

10 21 Oct 2021 (Class discussion) Enforcement of IHL: international tribunals -
Nuremberg, Tokyo and Singapore tribunaIs, ICTY (former Yugoslavia), 
ICTR (Rwanda), ECCC (Cambodia), International Criminal Court, Truth 
and Reconciliation Commissions (South Africa). 
 

11 27 Oct 2021 
(Wed, 1 – 4pm) 

Lesson in lieu of 4 Nov Public Holiday 
(Class discussion) IHL and other Public International Law regimes e.g. 
international and domestic Human Rights law and international 
environmental law; status and treatment of refugees (including 
distinction between refugees and migrants). 

12 28 Oct 2021 General Revision and Discussion (case based) 
 4 Nov 2021 Deepavali  
 11 Nov 2021 6-hour take home examination (9am – 3pm) 

 


