
LL4384/LL5384/LL6384 HARMS AND WRONGS 

The module will provide students with the opportunity to critically engage with some of the 
philosophical problems they encounter when they study criminal law. The focus will be on issues 
such as: 

- When is it that we can be said to be responsible for a certain course of action?
- How should draw the difference between intentional and non-intentional conduct?
- Is the distinction between intended and foreseen harm morally significant?
- Can the wrongfulness of certain actions depend on the intentions of the agent?
- How should we understand the difference between justifications and excuses?
- Why is coercion wrong?
- What is wrong with blackmail?

It will be of interest to students interested in jurisprudence and philosophy of the criminal law. 

By the end of the module, students will have a sound knowledge and understanding of selected 
theoretical issues and key concepts in philosophy of the criminal law. They will be able to critically 
engage with the law from a theoretically informed perspective, as well as to identify the 
implications of philosophical debates for important legal questions. Finally, since the format 
consist of class discussions of articles or book chapters read in advance, students will develop 
their spoken communication skills. 

Some of the main themes covered in the module are: 

- The nature of wrongdoing: What is the best way to understand the notion of wrongdoing?

- Intending and foreseeing harm: Is there a significant moral difference between intending to
harm someone and foreseeing that one’s conduct will harm someone?

- Legal justification and practical reasoning: What kind of reasons should guide our
deliberation if our conduct is to be justified?

- Moral worth and blame: Under which conditions is our conduct morally blameworthy and
praiseworthy?

- Intention and permissibility: Can the permissibility of our conduct ever depend on our
intentions at the time of the action?

- Blackmail: The puzzle of blackmail will offer an opportunity to further explore some of the
questions discussed throughout the module




